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· It is best to let the pros do the digitalizing of photos, slides and VHS tapes.  Many things can go wrong. Once digitized, you can do all the editing and pulling together to make a show.
· If you do digitize snapshots with a scanner, realize that flat bed scanners are slow and cumbersome.  It is better to use an automatic feeding scanner such as the Kodak i1210 (about $600.), http://www.kodak.com/US/en/dpq/site/TKX/name/i1210Scanner_product  or the duplex scanner for doing both sides of a document, Kodak i1220 (about 1200.), http://www.kodak.com/US/en/dpq/site/TKX/name/i1220Scanner_product These are incredibly fast, self-feeding, and can even automatically straighten images that have been presented askew.  
· Advice about Dots per Inch (DPI) settings for scanners: 
· Slides and very small photos or slides best scanned at high resolution 1200 to 2000 DPI 
· Standard photos up to 5x7 should be scanned at  600 DPI 
· Large photos, 8x10 or larger, one should use 300 DPI
· Don’t scan 35mm slides through a glass plate.  Glass distorts the image. There are commercial scanners that do not use glass and have slide holders.
· Storing slides in a carousel is the worst way to keep them. Air circulating around the slides makes them more vulnerable to developing mold.  Slides are best stored stacked tight up against one another.  
· Don’t dust off your film materials with air from aerosol cans. The propellant leaves a residue coating that stays on them.  
· SilverFast, http://www.silverfast.com/ , is the best scanning software Alan Kolsky has ever found and is made by a German company, LaserSoft. SilverFast can do many corrections in the pre-scan mode. It does especially well correcting creeping magenta coloring that affects older slides. 
· To create multiple motion paths in slide shows, Alan Kolsky recommends Pro Show Gold made by Photodex, http://www.photodex.com/ .  
· For general purpose DVDs, Verbatim and Taiyo Yuden are good brands to use. Archival quality discs can be found on the internet and are often referred to as “gold” archival media.
· Store all videotapes away from magnetic fields such as TV sets, speakers, etc. Prolonged exposure to magnetic fields can partially demagnetize videotape.
· Keep all forms of media (photos, slides, movie film, videotape, etc.) safe from moisture.  Plastic storage boxes are a good way to protect your media from dust and moisture.
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